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THE VESSEL 

Leading container industry ship owner

LOA – 332.74 m / Beam – 43.28 m / 

Draft – 11 m

Third party Document of Compliance 

holder

One from a several large container 

vessels (>310 m) calling at Fremantle 

regularly – 6th port call for this vessel.

Singapore flagged large container 

vessel

Date of build – 1 February 2010
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THE INCIDENT 

Vessel alongside Fremantle container 

terminal berth CT3

Strong wind warning in force from 

BoM

4 mooring lines parted out of 12 ropes 

on mooring winches

Tug assistance provided – 2 tugs

16 mooring lines in use (6+2 

configuration F & A) + Offshore 

anchor lowered to seabed

Damaged mooring ropes spliced and 

returned to service



INVESTIGATION FINDINGS – Rope inventory extract

Rope ID Manufacturer Description Date of installation LDBF(kN) Condition Last inspection date Type of inspection

M1 ATLAS 8 strand x 75mm x 220m 05.02.2010 1225.6 GOOD 28.05.2024 Routine

M2 ATLAS 8 strand x 75mm x 220m 05.02.2010 1225.6 GOOD 28.05.2024 Routine

M3 ATLAS 8 strand x 75mm x 220m 09.09.2024 1235 BRAND NEW 28.05.2024 Routine

M4 ATLAS 8 strand x 75mm x 220m 02.05.2019 1236 GOOD 28.05.2024 Routine

W1 ATLAS 8 strand x 75mm x 220m 05.02.2010 1225.6 GOOD 22.10.2024 Routine

W2 ATLAS 8 strand x 75mm x 220m 25.09.2023 1235 BRAND NEW 28.05.2024 Routine

M5 ATLAS 8 strand x 75mm x 220m 16.04.2020 1236 GOOD 22.10.2024 Routine

M6 ATLAS 8 strand x 75mm x 220m 19.04.2019 1236 GOOD 22.10.2024 Routine

M7 ATLAS 8 strand x 75mm x 220m 05.02.2010 1225.6 GOOD 22.10.2024 Routine

M8 ATLAS 8 strand x 75mm x 220m 05.02.2010 1225.6 GOOD 22.10.2024 Routine

M9 ATLAS 8 strand x 75mm x 220m 05.02.2010 1225.6 GOOD 22.10.2024 Routine

M10 ATLAS 8 strand x 75mm x 220m 05.02.2010 1225.6 GOOD 22.10.2024 Routine



INVESTIGATION FINDINGS – Rope certificate
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INVESTIGATION  
FINDINGS

Age of parted mooring ropes – 14.7 years

No change in estimated residual strength 

Incident was not reported internally nor 

externally as required by FPA

Maximum line forces experienced by parted 

lines < 25 tonnes

Wind speeds – 30+ knots (Higher than BoM 

predictions)

7 out of 12 mooring ropes on winches – 

14.7 years

No change to rope lengths after repairs



Connecting Western Australia to the world

INVESTIGATION  
FINDINGS

Mooring Line Management Plan – 

Implemented in December 2023

Continued usage across Australian ports – 

Melbourne, Sydney

Usage of parted mooring ropes continued 

with no plans for replacement

Inspections (routine) continued to report all 

rope conditions as ‘Good’

MLMP – Not complied with 

No testing for residual strength >75% of 

SDMBL or LDBF
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FPA Actions & 
additional findings

5 mooring ropes < 14.7 years age were 

found in poor condition – To be replaced 

prior next call

No coverage in Internal audit scope

Vessel inspection conducted on berthing

Industry notice to be issued in due course 

All mooring ropes (14.7 years age) replaced 

prior berthing at Fremantle – 7 ropes

Vessel reported to AMSA and Singapore 

MPA for further investigations / actions

No oversight from shore management
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CORRECTIVE ACTION
PLAN & LESSONS 

LEARNT - OWNERS Flag state report awaited

Preliminary report highlighting non-

compliances received

Final Operator’s investigation report 

received and under review 

Vessel not permitted to return to 

Fremantle until corrective actions are 

satisfactory
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LESSONS LEARNT 
– FREMANTLE 

PORTS
Identifying high risk vessels / operators

Continuous and increased vigilance 

towards mooring systems through Pre-

arrival vetting process

Collaborative approach with ship 

operators for best practice resolutions
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THANK YOU
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