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Technical Guideline History 

Date Version Notes Action 

01/06/2025 1 
Committee endorsed Technical 

proposal to guideline.  
Technical proposal uploaded to 

website.   

Purpose 

This position paper intends to provide vessel operators, shipboard personnel, port authorities and 

pilot service providers guidance regarding decisions and actions to be taken when the vessel is 

equipped with an engine power-limiting arrangement to comply with the EEXI requirements, along 

with a decision support assessment to evaluate the need to override such systems. 

Guidelines 

To meet the EEXI requirements of MARPOL Annex VI/25 and achieve a superior CII rating which 

entered into force on 01 January 2023, vessel operators have several strategies. Among the several 

options available such as retrofitting energy-saving equipment, clean technologies, such as batteries, 

waste heat recovery systems, air lubrication technology, alternate propulsion, or using low or zero-

carbon fuels, many existing vessels have adopted the technical measure of installing an Engine Power 

Limitation (EPL) or Shaft Power Limitation (SHaPoLi) system as these options are both, economically 

viable and effective to comply with the requirements. 

While the engine power would be limited to comply with the statutory requirements, when navigating in 

areas of high traffic density, adverse weather and environmental conditions, approaching/departing 

busy anchorages and ports, long and complex pilotage passages including river passages with strong 

currents, a compelling need for use of the reserve engine power may arise. The use of power reserve 

by unlimiting the engine or shaft power limitation is permissible in such circumstances. 

The Engine Power Limiters typically limit the engine’s Maximum Continuous Rating (MCR) rpm when 

operated above the manoeuvring Full Ahead revolutions. To limit the risk exposure to the port operations 

and marine environment, the below considerations are to be included in the assessment whether 

reserve power may be required during the pilotage:  

• It is recommended that Port Authorities and Pilotage service providers carry out a data-based 

analysis to verify if vessels have been required to exceed the manoeuvring Full Ahead rpm at any 

given stage during the pilotage within their respective port waters. 

• All requirements of the MEPC circulars 335(76), 375(80), 390(81) must be strictly complied with by 

vessels. The reserve power should be readily available, and the master, officers in charge of a 
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navigation watch (OICNW) and the engineers must be fully familiar with the overridable power 

limiters (EPL or ShaPoLi) arrangements and the use of reserve power. 

• The authority to override the Overridable Engine Power Limitation must be clearly defined in the 

vessel operator’s safety management systems and / or the Onboard Management Manual (OMM). 

• Where the reserve power is not readily available, due to system design or other limitations, and 

this power needs to be accessible due to local requirements, the shaft or engine power limitation 

should be overridden before a pilot’s embarkation and remain overridden until the vessel departs 

from the port. 

• The vessel’s Pilot Card, wheelhouse poster and manoeuvring booklet must be updated to include 

the manoeuvring characteristics of the ship when the ship has all shaft and engine power available, 

and when shaft or engine power has been limited. 

• It is recommended that Port Authorities include information request regarding engine/shaft power 

limitation arrangement in their Pre-arrival information exchange process to make a safety appraisal 

of the vessel’s arrangements. 

• The vessel should inform the local port authorities about the power limitation arrangement in their 

pre-arrival information. 

• The bridge team to provide the information on the power limiter, if any, and its effect on her 

manoeuvring characteristic to the pilot during the Master-Pilot information exchange (MPX) 

• Familiarisation with the overridable power limiter system - EPL/SHaPoLi system should be a part 

of the shipboard familiarisation programme including periodic testing and drills. It is recommended 

that the periodic testing to coincide with either the Emergency Steering or Emergency Manoeuvring 

drills at sea. 

Reference to standards and regulations 

MEPC 335 (76) (imo.org) - Adopted on 17 June 2021 

MEPC 375 (80) (imo.org) - Adopted on 7 July 2023 

MEPC 390 (81) (imo.org) - Adopted on 22 March 2024 

IACS Rec.-172-Rev.1-Apr-2024-CR.pdf 

Reference to industry guidance documents  

AMSA Marine Notice 06-2024 - Engine power limitations on ships in coastal pilotage areas  

AMPI Position Statement PS02 - Engine Power Limiters  

USCG Policy Letter -ENG PL 01-24 (uscg.mil) 

EPL-1.5.pdf (nzmpa.org) 

OCIMF Compliance with EEXI Regulation: Risks associated with Power Limitations (ocimf.org) 

https://wwwcdn.imo.org/localresources/en/KnowledgeCentre/IndexofIMOResolutions/MEPCDocuments/MEPC.335(76).pdf
https://wwwcdn.imo.org/localresources/en/KnowledgeCentre/IndexofIMOResolutions/MEPCDocuments/MEPC.375(80).pdf
https://wwwcdn.imo.org/localresources/en/KnowledgeCentre/IndexofIMOResolutions/MEPCDocuments/MEPC.390(81).pdf
https://iacs.s3.af-south-1.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/01212628/Rec.-172-Rev.1-Apr-2024-CR.pdf
https://www.amsa.gov.au/sites/default/files/mn-06-2024.pdf
https://austmpi.sharepoint.com/teams/directors/Publications/Forms/General%20View.aspx?id=%2Fteams%2Fdirectors%2FPublications%2FPosition%20Statements%2FPS%2D02%20%2D%20Engine%20Power%20Limiters%2Epdf&parent=%2Fteams%2Fdirectors%2FPublications%2FPosition%20Statements&p=true&ga=1
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/DCO%20Documents/5p/5ps/Design%20and%20Engineering%20Standards/docs/CG-ENG%20Policy%20Letter%2001-24.pdf?ver=AXAmzZT4L3CI-jBLOehozQ%3D%3D
https://nzmpa.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/EPL-1.5.pdf
https://www.ocimf.org/doclink/compliance-with-eexi-regulation/eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJzdWIiOiJjb21wbGlhbmNlLXdpdGgtZWV4aS1yZWd1bGF0aW9uIiwiaWF0IjoxNzIyNjE1MDkzLCJleHAiOjE3MjI3MDE0OTN9.l-M7ojCY7DI5216veeUEKjEx8NqYfd8avtyDRZI3w-8

